COASTAL PROPERTY OWNER: BLUFF AND LANDSLIDE CHECKLIST


This checklist is provided to enable you, the coastal property owner (working independently and with the local Code Enforcement Officer) to collect basic information on the status of your property. The completed checklist can then be used as a reference for work with professionals (geologists, surveyors, general contractors, architects, etc) contracted for services on the property. Accurately answering as many of these questions as possible will reduce the need to hire professionals to gather this data, thereby saving money. Note: If you have less than five years of familiarity with the property, plan to work through the entire checklist with the help of your local Code Enforcement Officer. 
	COASTAL PROPERTY OWNER QUESTIONS

Would you describe your shoreline as

_____ Hard, rocky shoreline or cliff
_____ Soft, muddy or sandy bluff

_____ Don’t Know (click to learn more)
If your shoreline is soft, the sediment is:
_____Fine grained (mud, clay)
_____Mixed grain sizes
_____Coarse grained (sand, cobble)
What type of sediment is at the base of the slope?  (see grain types above)
What other landforms are present?
_____Beach (Sand/Gravel/Cobbles)
_____Wetland
_____Ledge (rock outcrops in tidal waters)
_____Other (explain)
Has the bluff been planted, contoured, or armored (with rip rap, seawall, retaining wall)? 

_____  No     ______Yes
If yes, is the armoring causing additional erosion of the bluff or at the ends of the armor?
______ No     ______ Yes
Is there evidence of rainfall impacts or surface runoff?

_____Rainfall impact erosion

_____Soil rills and gullies

_____Winter freeze-thaw evidence

_____Wind erosion

_____Pipe discharge erosion
What does your property contribute to runoff? 

_____Significant upland impervious surface

_____Drainage pipe discharge onto slope

_____Sprinkling/irrigation/hot tub releases

_____Other
Is there evidence of groundwater in the slope (seepage, damp surfaces on slope face, etc.)?

_____Yes     _____No
Do you have groundwater contributions? 

_____Water infiltration areas (roof and curtain drains)

_____Septic system/leach field
_____Irrigation systems
Is there vegetation on or adjacent to the slope? 
 _____Yes     _____No
If yes, are there curved trunks, or fallen trees?

_____Yes     _____No
If no, is there evidence of past vegetation?  What happened to it? ______________________________

Evidence of vegetation movement down the slope? 

_____Yes     _____No
Do waves or normal tides reach the base of the bluff?

_____Yes      _____No  ______ Don’t Know
Is the base of the bluff eroding?

_____Yes     _____No   ______ Don’t Know
Do you currently have a means to access the water?

_____ No     _____ Yes

            If yes, by

_____ Pier/wharf     _____ Float     _____ Stairs/path

_____ Mooring(s)

How do you use or plan to use the bluff? 

_____No use planned

_____Access to the beach (trail/road/stairs/other)

_____Vegetation management for view (may need permit)
_____Landscaping/horticultural/garden areas

_____Waste/debris fills
_____Stabilize the bluff 
       _____Natural area including slope crest
       _____Restore or improve the bluff  

	CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER QUESTIONS

Bluff Stability Classification (per Map)

_____Stable

_____Unstable

_____Highly Unstable
Is this slope susceptible to landslides?
_____No  ______ Don’t Know  _____Yes, go to next question     
      Landslide Hazard Susceptibility (per Map)

_____Slope < 5%

_____Slope => 5%

_____Slope =>5% and 1 terrain factor

_____Slope =>5% and 2 or more factors
Are historic landslides present?

_____Yes     _____No   _____ Don’t Know
If yes, what type(s) of landslides? 

_____Slumps     _____Debris Avalanches
Is there a Shoreland Zone bluff setback (if bluff is unstable, setback is measured from the top of the bluff; if stable, the setback is measured from the Highest Annual Tide) <See Supplemental Materials at link>?
_____Yes     _____No
Distance of structure from the top edge of bluff or highest annual tide?

 _________ feet
Are other setbacks required?

_____Yes     _____No

What is the average angle of the bluff slope?

 _________ degrees

Are other terrain factors present?

   ____No/Don’t Know
   ____Slope Aspect (see Landslide Map)

   ____Curved/Irregular slopes
   ____Concave slopes


	
	



